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Strange and Remarkabje 


Prophelies and Predictions 


Of the Holy, Learned, and exceflent 


‘James Ufther, 


Late L... Arch- Eifhop. of ini 


atrd Lord Primate of Ireland. 


Giving an Account of his Foretelling 


]. The Rebellion in Zreland Forty Years before it came 
to pafs. 
I]. The Confufions and Miferies of f England,in Church 
and State. 
IIJ. The Death of King Charles the Firft. 
TV. His own Poverty and want. 
V. The Divifions in E7g/and in matters of Religion. 
Laftly, Of a great and Terrible Perfecution which 
Shall fall upon the Reformed Churches by the Papifts, 
wherein the then Pope fhould be chiefly concerned. 


Written by the Perfon who heard it from this Ex- 
cellent Perfons own Mouth, and now publ ifht earnelt- 
ly to perfwade us to that Repentance and Reformation 
which can only prevent our Ruin and Deftru@ion. 


And the Lord faid, Shall I hide from Abraham the thing 
which I do? Gen.18. 17. 


Aftcenfed, November the 16rh,. 


LONDON, Printed for R.G. 1672. 


enh A EAT! ELTA IRR MNO See MA DINEY PF ORE RORY 


a vere 


Age a 
YS Cur Pe <a &a & 
2 fart GAT! eee &3 3 


Strange and RemarkableP redttions of that-Hoz 
ly, Learned, and excellent Bifbop, »James 
Uther late Lord Primate of: ireiand. 


gee He Author of the Life of this Excellent and ‘Wor- 
thy. Primate and Arch. Bifhop, gives an Account,. 
that among other extraordinary gifts and gra- 
ces, which, it, pleafed the Almighty to beliow 


- upon him, he was wonderfully endued with a Spirit of 
‘Prophecy, whereby he igave out feveral true Predi@ions 


and Prophefies. of things a great while before.they came to 
pals, whereof fome>we.havefeen fulfilled, and others. re- 
main yet to be accomplifhed. And though ‘he was'one that 
abhor’d Enthpfiaftick Notions, being too Learned, Rational, 
and knowing, to admit of fuch idle Freaks and Whimfies, 
Yet he profeft, ‘That feveral times in ‘his Life-he had’ ma- 

‘ny things imprett upon his mind) concerning fitte Eevents, 
“with to. much warmnefs and importunity,® that -he was. not 

“able -to.keep them. fecret, but lay under.an unavoidable 
“ neceffity to make them known, 

Froin which ‘Spirit he foretold the Irifh Rebellion Forty 
years before.it came to pafs, with-the very; time swhen it 
“fhould break forth, in a Sermon Preached in Dubhx in 1602. 
- where from Exck, 4.56. difcourfing concerning the Prophets 
bearing the iniquity of Fadah forty days, the Lord therin 
appointed ja day fora year: he made this difedt Applycation 
wn Relation to the connivance at Popery at that time. Froz 
_ thi Year (fays he) wil J reckon the fin of Ireland, that thofe 
aphom you now imbrace, fhall be your Ruinjand you [Wall bear this 
Iniquity. Which Prediction proved exadlly true, for from 

that time 1601, to the year 1641, was juft Forty years, in 
which it isnotorioufly known, that the Rebellion and De- 
-‘étruction of Ireland happened, which was acted by thofe 
8 Popifh 


Popifh Priefts, and Other Papits, which were then connived 
at. And of this Sermon the Bifhop referved the Notes, and 
put a Note thereof in the Margent of his Bible; and for 
20. Years before, he ftill lived in the, Expectation of the Ful- 
filling thereof ;, And thenearer the Time was, the more con- 
fident. he was, that it was near Accomplifhinent, though there 
was no vifible appearance ofany fuch thing : And (fayes Dr. 
Bernard). the Year before the Rebellion broke forth, the Bi- 
fhop taking his leave of me, being then going from J/reland to 
England, he advifed me to a ferious Preparation 3 for I fhould 
fee heavy Sorrows and Miferies, before 1 faw him again; 
which he delivered with as great Confidence, as if he hadfeen 
it with his Eyes: Which feems to verify that of the Prophet, 
Amos 3.7. Surely, the Lord will do nothing, but be will reveal tt 
to his Servants, the Prophets. 

From this Spiritof Prophefie, he fore-faw the Changes and 
Miferies of England in Church and State; for having in one 
of his Books, (called De Prim, Ecel, Brit.) given a larg account 
of the Deltrudction of the Church and State of the Brittains, 
by the Saxons, about gs0 Years after Chrift: He gives this 
among other Reafons, why he. infitted fo largely upon it; 
That he fore.faw, thata like Judgment was yet behind, if time- 
ly Repentance and Reformation:did not preventit: And he 
would often Mourn upon the Fore-fight of this, long before it 
came. | 

From this Spirit he gave Mournful Intimations of the 
Death of.our late Soveraign, | Charles the Firlt 3 of whom he 
would beoften fpeaking with Fear and Trembling; even when 
the King had the greateft Succefs.: And, would therefore con- 
ftantly pray, and gaveall advice pofhble,, to-prevent any fuch 
thing. 4 Esa | 
Fea this Spirit he fore-faw his own Poverty in worldly 
things ; and this he would often {peak of, ,with admiration.to 
the Hearers, when he.was in his.greateft Profperity ; which 


\ 


the Event did moft certainly, verify. . .. ste eh ee Aa 

From,this Spirit he Predicted the Divifions and Confuli- 
onsin Englazd in Matters of Religion, and, the: fad conf{e- 
quences thereof; fome of which we have feenfulfis’d: And 
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(4) 
} pray God, the ref which he feared, may not alfo be accom. 
plifhed upon us, . er 

Laftly, Fron. this Spirit he fore-told, That the greateft: 
itroke upon the Reformed Churches was yet'to come; and: 
that the time of the utter Ruin of ‘the See of Rome; fhould be: 
when fhe thought her felf moft fecure: And as to this Laft, F 
fhall add a brief Account from the Perfons own hand, who 
was concerned therein; which followeth in thefe Words: 

The Year before this Learned and Holy Primate, A. Bifhop 
Ujher dyed, lk went tohim, and earneltly defired him, to give 
me in Writing his Apprehenfions concerning Juftification, and’ 
Sanctification by Chrift ;- becaufe I had formerly heard him 
Preach upon thofe Points, wherein he feemed to make thofe: 
great Mylteries more intelligible to my mean Capacity, than 
any thing which I had ever heard from any other: But be- 
caufe Thad but an imperfect and confufed Remembrance of 
the Particulars, I took the baldnefs to importune him, that 
he would pleafe to give a brief account of themin Writing ; 
whereby [ might the better imprint them inmy Memory 3 
of which he would willingly have excufed himfelf, by declaring 
his intentionsof not writing any more » Adding, That if he 
did write any thing, it fhould nor exceed above a Sheet or. 
two: But upon my continued Importunity, Lat laft obtained 
his Promife, at 

He coming to Town fome time after, was pleafed to give 
mea Vifitat my own Houfe; where I'failed not to challenge 
the Benefit of the Promife he had made me: He replyed: 
That hebad not writ, and yet he could not charge himfelf with any 
Breach of Promife: For (fatdhe) [ded begin to write but when 
Tcame to write of Sanctification that ts of the NewCreature,which 
God for meth by his Spirit in every Soul,which he doth truly Regene: 
rate, I found fo little of itwrouhtin my felf, that Tcould peak. 
of iv only as Parrots by Rote; & without the knowledge c under 
Handing of what T might have expreft 5. co therefore, LT dur ft nor 
prefume to proceed any further upon tt. ee mene 
~ And wher I féemed to ftand amazed, to hear fuch an Hum- 
ble Confeffion from fo great and experienced a Chriftian; 
He added; J u(t tell you,We do not well undexftand what San- 

! élification 


(3) 
ification and the New.Creature are; Ii 1s ao lefs then for aman 
to be brought to an entire Refignation of bis will to the will of God, 
und to live in the Offering up of his Soul continually in the flames 
of Love, asa whole burnt Offering to Chrift, and how little Lays 
he) are many of thofe who profefs Christianity experimentally ac- 
_ guainted with this work, on their Souls, 

By this Difcourfe, I conceived he had very excellently 
and clearly difcovered to me that part of Santtification 
which he was unwilling to write. : 

Ithen prefumed to enquire of him what his prefent ap- 
prehenfions were concerning a very great Perfecution which 
fhould fall upon the Church of God in thefe Nations of 

England, Scotland,and Ireland, of which this Reverend Pri- 
mate had fpoken with great confidence many years before, 
when we were in the higheft and fulleft ftate of outward 
Peace and Settlement. I asked him whether he did be: 
lieve thofe fad times to be palt, or that they were yet to 
come, Towhich he anfwered, That they were yet to.come, and 

that he did as confidently expect it, as ever he had done, adding, . ° 
That this fad Perfecution would fall upon all the ProteftantChurches 
of Europe ; 1 replyed, That I did hope it might-have been 
paftas tothefe Nations of ours, fince Ithought, that though . 
we, who are. the People thereof, have been punifhed much 
lefS than our fins have deferved, and that our‘late Wars - 
had made far lefs devaftations, then War commonly brings 
upon thofe Countries were it pleafeth God in Judgement 
to fuffer its yet we muft needs acknowledge, that many 
great Houfes had been Burnt, Ruined, and lefe without In- 
habitants, many great Families impoverifhed and undone,. 
and many Thoufand Lives alfo had been-loft in that bloody 
War, and that Jreland and Scatland, as well as England, had 
drunk very deep of the Cup of Gods Anger, even to theo- 
" verthrow. of the Government, andthe utter Defolation al- 
moft of a very great part of thofe Countries. | 

But this Holy. man, turning to me, and fixing his Eyee 
upon me with- that ferious and ireful look which he ufually 
had: when he fpake Gods word and not his own; and when 
the Power of God. feemed to be. upon him, and-to conftraip 
hires 


(6) 
him to fpeak, which I could eafily difcern much to differ 
from the countenance where with he ufually fpake to me; 
He faid thus, 
Fool nat your felf with [uch hopes, far I tey you, all you have yet 
cen, bathbeen bat rhe beginning of ‘forrows to what is jet to come 
upon the Proteltant Churches of Chrift,who will ere long fall under 
a {harper Pérfecutionthan ever yet has upon thems and therefore 
Cfaid'he tome) look you be not found in the Outward Court, but a 
_ worfhipper inthe Temple before the Altar, for Chr ift will meafure 
all thofe that profess bis Names cs call themfelves his People ; the 
Outrwardworlbippers he will leave ont; to be tradjen dawn by the 
Gentiles, The Outward Court (fays he) 7s the formal Chriftian, 
whofe Religion lies in performing the outfide duties of Chrifiianity, 
without having an inward Life & Power of Faith aad love emiting 
them to Chrift, and thefe God will leave 1p be trodden down “and 
{wept away by the Geatiles; But the wor fhippers within the Temple 
and before the Altar,are thule who do indeed worjhip God in Spirit 
andin Truth,ahofe Souls are made his Temples,and he is hanonred 
and adored in the woft inward thoughts of their hearts, and they 
Sacrifice their. Lusts and vile affectvons, yea, and their own wills to 
hin’, and thefe'God veill hide in thé hotlow of his Hanil, and under 
the fbadow of bis wine's s and. this shat be one Sreat difference be- 
tween bois lat, and all the other preceaing Perfecutions . For iz 
the former,the moft eminent and Spiritual Adinifters and © hriftians 
did gener aly fuffer moft, and were imo fe violently fallen upon, bit in- 
thislaft Perfecution, thefe {ball be preferved by God as a Seed to 
partake of that Glory which Shall immediately folléw and come up- 
outhe Church, as foon as ever this ftorm {ball be over 3 for as it {hal 
be the harpeft;, [0 it fhall be the {hortef? Perfecition of them all ; 
and shallonly take away the krofs tLypocrites and formal Profef- 
fors, ng the true Spiritual Believers fhall be preferved till the Ca- 
tamity be over-pafb, . 
I then asked him:by what means or Inftruments this great 
Tryal fhould be brought on. He anfwered,’ By the Papifts's 
i. replyeds thatiit. feemed to ‘ome very improbable they 
{h buld be able to do it, fince they were now little countehan- 
ced, and but few in thefe Nations, and that the hearts of the 
People were: more fet-againa them then ever fince the Refor- 


nation, 


(78) 
mation. . He anfwered again, ‘;That it- would .be by the 
‘hands of Papsfts, and in the way of a fuddain Maffacree ; 
¢and that the then Pope fhould be the chief inftrument of it. 

All this he Spake with fo great Aflurance; and with the 
fame ferious and yconcerned Countenance, »which.:! have 
before obferved him to have,! when Lhave heard hitn forerell 
fome things which in all humane appearence were very uri. 
likely to come to pafs, which yer Imy felf have lived to-fee 
happen according to his prediction, and this made-me give: 
the more ecarnelt .attention to what he then uttered:> oF 

He ‘then added, “Thatthe Papiftswere imbis Opinionste 
© Gentiles *fpokenof in thea ithoftheR evelarionss) toy whom 
‘ the outward Coutt fhoudd be deft; that theyomight: tread 
‘it underfoot 5; They having weceived the, Genteles wordhip 
‘in their adoring: Images, ‘and, Saints, departed , ),and in 
‘taking’ to): themfelves) rn imany *Medtators) 50) /Andrnithis 
‘(Said he) othe Papifs carectposw! defigning samong, shem- 
«felves, and therefore be fure you be ready. 

This was the Subftance, & I think (for the greateft part) 
the very fame words which this Holy man fpake to me at 
the time beforementioned not long before his death, and 
which’ Twrit-down;-that~fo-great and notable a PrediGion 
might not be loft and forgotten by my felf nor others, 

This gracious Man repeated the fame things in Subftance 
to his only daughter the Lady Tyrril, and that with many - 
tears, and much about the fame time that he had expretft- 
~ what is aforefaid to me, and which the Lady Tyrril affured 
me of with her own2mbuth to thistpurpofe. | 

That opening thé “Door*of hfs Chamber, She found him 
with his Eyes lift up to Heaven, and the tears running a pace 
down his Cheeks, and that he feemed to be in anExtafie, 
wherein he continued for about half an hour, not taking 
the leat notice ofher, though fhe camé into the Room, burt 
at laft turning to her, he -teld-her, That his thoughts had 
been takenup about the Miferies and Perfecutions that were 
coming upoa the Churches of Chrift, which would be fo - 
fharp and bitter, that the contemplation of them had fetched 
thofe Tears from: his Eyes, and thathe hoped he fhould not 
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five to fee it, but poffibly fhe might, for it was evenat the 


‘door; Therefore take heed (fays he) that you be not found 


fleeping. | | “i 
» The fame things he alfo Repeated to the Lady Byfe, 
Wife tothe prefent Lord Chief Baron of /reland, but with 
adding this circumftance, That if they brought back the 
King, it might be delayed a little longer, but (fayd he) 
It will furely come, therefore be fure to look that you-be not found 
unpreparea for tt. | 

To conclude in the words of Dr. Berzard, fpeaking of this 
Excellent Perfon. ‘ Now howfoever I am as far from heed- 
« ing of Prophefies this way as any, yet with me it is not 
‘Improbable, that fo great a Prophet, fo fanctified from his 
¢ youth, fo knowing & eminent throughout the Univerfal 
«Church, might have at fome fpecial times more then Or= © 
dinary Motions and Impulfesin doing the watchmans part, 
«of giving ‘warning of Judgments approaching. | 
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